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had been transported into the temple of Fortune, and all persons were
commanded to assemble there to pray.   They answered that they adored
the Maker of the world.    James said, " Do you take that cross for the
Maker of the world ? for I see it is adored by you.1'   Hipparchus answered,
" Him we adore who hung upon the cross.    Him we confess to be God,
and the Son of God begotten, not made, co-essential with the Father, by
whose deity we believe this whole world is created, preserved, and governed.
It is now the third year since we were baptized in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, by James, a priest of the true faith,
who since has never intermitted from time to time to give us the Body and
Blood of Christ.   We therefore think it unlawful for us during these three
days to stir out of doors:   for we abhor the smell of victims with which
the whole city is infected."   After much discourse together, the five young
noblemen declared they desired to be baptized, but feared the severity of
the laws, saying these two were protected by their dignities in the magistracy
and their favour at court; but that as for themselves, they were young and
without protection.   Hipparchus and Philotheus said, " The earthen vessel
or brick is but dirt till it be tempered with clay and has passed the fire/1
And they discoursed so well on martyrdom, and on the contempt of the
world, which faith inspireth, that the five young men desired to be baptized,
and to bear the badge of Christ, confessing that when they first saw their
two friends at prayer before the cross they felt an unusual fire glowing
within their breasts.   Hipparchus and Philotheus at first advised them to
defer their baptism;   but at length, pleased with their ardour, they dis-
patched a messenger to the priest James, with a letter sealed with their
own seal, the contents of which were as follows:  " Be pleased to come to
us as soon as possible, and bring with you a vessel of water, a host, and
a horn of oil for anointing.   Your presence is earnestly desired by certain
tender sheep which are come over to our fold, and are impatient that its
mark be set upon them."    James forthwith covered the sacred utensils
with his cloak, and coming to the house found the seven blessed men on
their knees at prayer.   Saluting them, he said " Peace be with you, servants
of Jesus Christ, who was crucified for his creatures."   They all arose, and
James, Paragrus, Habibus, Romanus, and Lollianus fell at his feet and said
" Have pity on us, and give us the mark of Christ, whom you adore."   He
asked them if they were ready to suffer tribulation and torments for Christ,
who suffered first for them.   They answered with one voice that nothing
should ever be able to separate them from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus.   He then bade them join him in prayer.   When they had prayed
together on their knees for the space of an hour, the priest rose up and,
saluting them, said " The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all/*
When they had made a confession of their faith and abjured idolatry, he
baptized them and immediately gave them the Body and Blood of
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